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In a Jan. 15 interview with the New York Times (01/18/88), Mexican presidential candidate Carlos
Salinas de Gortari, asserted that repayment of the country's foreign debt must be tied to attaining
"sustainable economic growth." He also urged Washington to seek a more "dignified" and realistic
relationship with Mexico. The country's severe economic crisis, he said, made imperative the
need for change in the political system. Salinas indicated he was committed to a "redefinition and
reduction" of the role of the Mexican state. Since Gortari's nomination for the presidency by the
ruling party (PRI-Revolutionary Institutional Party), Mexico has experienced two massive peso
devaluations, the world's most drastic stock market decline, and new large-scale austerity program.
Salinas' philosophy on the foreign debt can be summarized as follows: "I much prefer the word
negotiation, strong negotiation, to open confrontation." He said specific measures he might take
as president would largely depend on international economic conditions, particularly that of the
US. He mentioned concern over the US trade and balance of payments deficits, and their impact
on the Mexican economy. In response to a question on whether the US now treats Mexico with
dignity, Salinas said, "Sometimes yes, certainly sometimes no. We have found some people in the
American government, I wouldn't say everybody, to have acted very wrongly and harmfully against
Mexico." For Salinas, changes in US attitudes were necessary on the questions of actions and policy
toward drug trafficking and Mexican immigration into the US. The candidate indicated that foreign
policy would continue to be directed by the principle of non-intervention. He endorsed the Central
American peace process: "There I would insist: let the Central Americans solve their own problem.
But, I would emphasize, solve it through political means."
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